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You did not notice what was missing. That
is the pattern. You read the record and it
made sense and the making-sense was the
evidence that something had been
removed.

COMMON SIGNS

A subject that once appeared and no
longer does.

A question the vocabulary cannot ask.

A category removed from search or

registry.

deceit.site/lexicon/absence-of-the-pattern

You felt it before you understood it. The
feeling was placed there ahead of the facts,
so your gut would vote before your mind
could.

COMMON SIGNS

Emotional language arrives before any

factual claim.

Removing the mood words weakens

the argument significantly.

'For our children,' 'shocking,'

'heartbreaking,' 'in these uncertain

times.'

deceit.site/lexicon/affect-conditioning

The harm happened. Nobody did it. The
sentence was built so the verb had no
owner.

COMMON SIGNS

'Mistakes were made,' 'actions were

taken,' 'it was determined.'

The harm is described in detail. The

actor is described in nothing.

Active voice for success, passive voice

for failure.

deceit.site/lexicon/agency-diffusion

You stopped asking for the evidence
because the phrase sounded settled.
'Experts agree' was the whole argument.
The authority was borrowed, never
shown.

COMMON SIGNS

Attribution to unnamed 'experts,'
'officials,' or 'authorities.'

No link, no name, no document, no
methodology.

The claim is repeated as established
fact across multiple outlets.

deceit.site/lexicon/authority-laundering

Belonging is presented as a truth, then
used to sort the public into rightful
residents and tolerated occupants.

COMMON SIGNS

Belonging presented as a truth some

possess rather than a practice people

build.

A test of belonging that tracks belief or

identity rather than participation.

The criteria set by those who benefit

from the sorting.

deceit.site/lexicon/belonging-weaponization

One person took the fall. The system stayed
standing. The scapegoat was load-bearing.

COMMON SIGNS

'Rogue employee,' 'bad actors,' 'isolated

incident,' 'a few individuals.'

The punished individual is low-

ranking relative to the harm.

No structural review accompanies the

individual punishment.

deceit.site/lexicon/blame-concentration

The hug that prevents the audit.

COMMON SIGNS

'I'm just a mother/father,' 'this is about

the children,' 'how dare you attack a

family.'

Every authority claim is preceded by

care language.

Scrutiny is reframed as an attack on

the cared-for, not as accountability.

deceit.site/lexicon/care-capture

Every fact they cited was true. The picture
they built was false.

COMMON SIGNS

Every cited fact is true. The picture

built from them is false.

Graphs whose axes start conveniently

close to the interesting part.

Quotes that seem to say something the

broader source does not.

deceit.site/lexicon/cherry-picking
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You picked freely. The menu was written
so only one option could survive. Your
choice was the cover.

COMMON SIGNS

'There is no alternative,' 'the only path

forward,' 'inevitable,' 'necessary.'

Alternatives are not examined and

rejected. They are dismissed without

engagement.

Time pressure is used to prevent

consideration of other options.

deceit.site/lexicon/choice-foreclosure

Source A cites Source B. Source B cites
Source C. Source C cites Source A. The loop
is the authority.

COMMON SIGNS

Multiple outlets reporting the same

claim with the same wording.

Citations that trace back to a single

origin.

'As widely reported' with no

independent verification.

deceit.site/lexicon/circular-reporting

You signed the pledge and felt better. The
signing was the whole thing. Nothing
changed except the signing.

COMMON SIGNS

Pledges, oaths, badges, ribbons,

mandatory statements.

No mechanism connects the gesture to

measurable change.

Refusal is punished; compliance is

rewarded. Nothing else is measured.

deceit.site/lexicon/compliance-theater

They said they were worried about you.
You knew it was a knife. You let it in
anyway because the wrapping made it
look like care.

COMMON SIGNS

'I'm just concerned,' 'as a friend,' 'for

your own good,' 'this will hurt your

credibility.'

Criticism that is vague and

discouraging rather than specific and

actionable.

Timing that coincides with moments

of vulnerability.

deceit.site/lexicon/concern-trolling

You looked where the light pointed. You
did not notice the rest of the room going
dark.

COMMON SIGNS

'What matters now,' 'the real issue is,'

'let's focus on,' 'move forward.'

Counterpoints are dismissed as off-

topic, not refuted with evidence.

The frame is presented as a fact, not as

a choice.

deceit.site/lexicon/context-narrowing

You acted because there was no time to
check. The deadline was rhetorical, not
real. The urgency was the lock.

COMMON SIGNS

'Act now,' 'before it's too late,' 'the

window is closing,' 'time is running

out.'

No specific consequence of waiting is

named.

The urgency would not survive the

question: 'what specifically happens if

we wait 48 hours?'

deceit.site/lexicon/crisis-synthesis

Throw something shocking on the table
and everyone stops asking about what was
already on it.

COMMON SIGNS

'Suddenly everyone is talking about,'

'wait, did you see what they just said.'

The timing is suspicious: the

distraction arrives precisely when the

damage peaks.

The new story resolves into nothing

once the old story fades.

deceit.site/lexicon/dead-catting

The record you make today is the evidence
you will need in six months when they say
it never happened.

COMMON SIGNS

Dated entries made the same day as

the event.

Factual language: who, what, when,

where. Not interpretation.

Records stored in a personal device or

account the institution cannot access.

deceit.site/lexicon/documentation-discipline
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One sentence, two audiences. The
deniability is aimed at the larger one.

COMMON SIGNS

A phrase with a known coded history

used in front of audiences that know

the history.

The speaker's supporters react to a

meaning the literal words do not carry.

When the coding is named, the

speaker retreats to the dictionary

definition.

deceit.site/lexicon/dog-whistle

You preferred the version that asked
nothing of you. The preference felt like
wisdom. It was the removal.

COMMON SIGNS

Care language everywhere. Demand

language nowhere.

The original text's hardest passages are

never taught.

Comfort is offered as the whole

message, not half of it.

deceit.site/lexicon/domestication

You called it your conscience. It was a
leash. They handed you an obligation and
called it your character, so refusing felt like
failing.

COMMON SIGNS

'For the greater good,' 'moral

obligation,' 'the right thing to do,'

'protect our values.'

Policy questions get moral answers.

Disagreement is treated as a character

flaw, not a legitimate position.

deceit.site/lexicon/duty-weaponization

The removal is not a retraction. It is a
decision about what to keep and what to
bury.

COMMON SIGNS

Damaging content gone, flattering

content intact, no explanation.

Removals timed to litigation, backlash,

or repositioning.

An archive restructured so certain

entries are no longer reachable.

deceit.site/lexicon/evidence-management

They gave both sides equal time. One side
had the evidence. The other had a
microphone.

COMMON SIGNS

Two sides presented as a pair when

one lacks credentials or evidence.

A 'debate' framed as evenly split when

the field is overwhelmingly one way.

The appearance of controversy where

the underlying question is settled.

deceit.site/lexicon/false-balance

The point is not to make you believe one
lie. The point is to make you stop believing
that checking is possible.

COMMON SIGNS

A single source producing dozens of

claims per day with zero retractions or

corrections.

Contradictory narratives circulating

simultaneously from the same outlet

without reconciliation.

Audience members expressing

cynicism about all information rather

than belief in specific claims.

deceit.site/lexicon/firehose-of-falsehood

It is not a grassroots movement. It is a
funded node in a larger structure, and the
structure has a blueprint.

COMMON SIGNS

A common funding source

discoverable in tax filings or court

records.

Nodes citing each other as

independent authorities.

A think-tank document that later

appears as legislation, regulation, or

executive action.

deceit.site/lexicon/funded-architecture

Drown you in a hundred small claims.
Correcting them takes longer than you
have.

COMMON SIGNS

A speaker listing many claims in rapid

succession without pausing for

responses.

Statistics or examples offered without

sources, often with numbers that do

not survive basic verification.

When one claim is refuted, the speaker

immediately pivots to the next one

without acknowledging the loss.

deceit.site/lexicon/gish-gallop
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The thing was ugly, so they renamed it.
The new name let you look without
flinching.

COMMON SIGNS

Euphemisms replacing plain language:

'incident,' 'negative outcome,'

'enhanced measures.'

The softer term is presented as more

accurate, not as more comfortable.

Using the plain word gets a correction,

not an agreement.

deceit.site/lexicon/harm-sanitization

You read the history and it made sense. It
made sense because the part that would
have stopped you from believing it was not
there.

COMMON SIGNS

'We have always stood for...' followed

by values that contradict the omitted

history.

Anniversary pieces that celebrate

without acknowledging.

'That chapter is behind us' without

naming the chapter.

deceit.site/lexicon/historical-revision-omission

You believed it because everyone said it.
You did not check because checking would
have meant you were the only one who did
not already believe it.

COMMON SIGNS

Multiple outlets reporting the same

claim but citing each other rather than

a primary source.

Phrases like 'widely reported,' 'many

are saying,' and 'it is well known' doing

the work that evidence should do.

A claim that feels established but

collapses when you try to trace it to its

origin.

deceit.site/lexicon/information-laundering

No conspiracy is required. A vacuum is.

COMMON SIGNS

Outcomes that do not change with

elections or public opinion.

A traceable flow of money,

appointments, or removals in one

direction.

The people who would have blocked

an outcome being absent, removed, or

outnumbered.

deceit.site/lexicon/institutional-capture

Every institution has a mechanism for
accountability. The leader's job is to make
sure you never find it.

COMMON SIGNS

A person researching specific laws,

regulatory bodies, or denominational

processes.

The phrase 'there is nothing you can

do' being proven false by a named

mechanism.

A leader's behavior changing after

learning a complaint was filed with an

external body.

deceit.site/lexicon/institutional-leverage

The label arrives pre-verified. The target is
forced to defend against a charge that has
no evidentiary standard.

COMMON SIGNS

A serious word applied to conduct that

plainly does not fit its definition.

No statement of what evidence would

make the label not apply.

The same label applied repeatedly to

people who share a position rather

than a behavior.

deceit.site/lexicon/label-weaponization

The existence of fakes lets anyone dismiss
real evidence as fake.

COMMON SIGNS

Real evidence dismissed with 'this

could be AI' and no specific artifacts

cited to support the fabrication claim.

The accused demanding verification

standards that no amount of evidence

could satisfy.

Public discourse where the possibility

of deepfakes replaces actual analysis

of specific media.

deceit.site/lexicon/liars-dividend

When pressed, retreat to the defensible
fortress. When unpressed, raid from the
extreme castle.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

Named after a medieval fortification: the

motte is the small, easily defended keep,

and the bailey is the large, valuable, hard-

to-defend outer land. The arguer advances

a radical claim (the bailey). When

challenged, they retreat to a modest,

defensible claim (the motte) and insist

that is all they ever meant. Once the

challenge passes, they return to the

bailey. The radical claim does the work;

the modest claim provides the cover.

SIGNALS

that's not what I said

I only meant that

you're attacking a position I don't hold

deceit.site/lexicon/motte-and-bailey
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The vocabulary is the weapon. Naming
the move is the counter-move.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

Pattern recognition is the meta-pattern:

the act of naming manipulation patterns

as they occur. When a resistance surface

says 'this is authority laundering' or 'this

is harm sanitization,' it deploys the

lexicon as evidence. The vocabulary

becomes the counter-measure. The

pattern is the recognition of patterns.

SIGNALS

this is [pattern name]

the pattern is

recognize the move

deceit.site/lexicon/pattern-recognition

You called them animals and you did not
feel the flinch. That was the point. The
word landed before the conscience could.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

Officials, outlets, or movement leaders

describe a target group as animals,

disease, waste, vermin, or infestation

before coercion or violence is applied.

The aggressor benefits because restraint

starts to look naive. You don't negotiate

with an infestation. The cost is the target's

safety and the public's moral brake.

SIGNALS

vermin

parasites

infestation

deceit.site/lexicon/preemptive-dehumanization

They released everything. The thing you
needed was on page 31,847. No one reads
31,847 pages. The disclosure was the
burial.

COMMON SIGNS

A disclosure so large that no individual

can process it within the relevant news

cycle.

The institution emphasizes volume

over organization. 'Over 100,000 pages'

is the headline, not 'here is the index.'

The release is in a format that resists

analysis: scanned PDFs, no machine-

readable text, no search, no index.

deceit.site/lexicon/proof-drowning

You felt virtuous because the group was
pure. You did not notice that the purity
was measured by who was missing.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

A movement defines its good in-group by

naming who must be excluded,

distrusted, or purged. The leader benefits

because belonging becomes conditional

on obedience. The cost is that

disagreement stops being disagreement

and becomes contamination, something

to be cleansed, not answered.

SIGNALS

true patriots

real Americans

real believers

deceit.site/lexicon/purity-framing

The future was declared done before you
could audit it. The completion was the
cage.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

When a message says 'the mission is

complete' or 'the transition has already

occurred' or 'this is now the established

order,' it's preempting reality: declaring

an outcome as settled fact before the

evidence supports it. The declaration

replaces the verification. You are asked to

accept what has not been shown.

SIGNALS

already complete

the transition has occurred

this is now established

deceit.site/lexicon/reality-preemption

Removing a name draws more attention
than the name ever did.

COMMON SIGNS

Visible black bars, [REDACTED], or

█████ in otherwise public

documents.

The redaction is voluntary, not court-

ordered.

The context makes the hidden content

obvious.

deceit.site/lexicon/redaction-as-amplification

When the same failure keeps recurring, the
recurrence may be preserving something
important to the people in charge. The
loop is not broken. It is working.

COMMON SIGNS

The same failure recurring under

slightly cleaner language.

Apologies and reviews that disturb

none of the producing conditions.

The same people in place across

cycles.

deceit.site/lexicon/repeated-failure-is-
protection

They cleaned the image instead of
changing the behavior. The apology was
the detergent.

COMMON SIGNS

'Acted swiftly,' 'take this seriously,'

'committed to transparency,'

'abundance of caution.'

Accountability language is repeated

without new substance.

No documents, audits, or measurable

changes accompany the statements.

deceit.site/lexicon/reputation-laundering
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You trusted it because it sounded official.
'Official' was the costume, not the
credential.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

When a message says 'sources say' or

'people are saying' or 'reportedly,' it's

obfuscating the source, attributing claims

to unnamed people or diffuse groups,

which lowers accountability. You can't

evaluate the source because you can't see

it.

SIGNALS

sources say

people are saying

reportedly

deceit.site/lexicon/source-obfuscation

You accepted the vagueness because
precision would have forced you to pick a
side. You did not want to pick a side. They
knew that.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

An institution leaves a claim, threat,

promise, or policy deliberately vague so

supporters can hear commitment,

opponents can hear restraint, and leaders

can deny any one reading later. The

speaker benefits because they keep room

to maneuver without being held to a

position. The cost is accountability: no

one can pin down what was promised, so

no one can prove it was broken.

SIGNALS

all options are on the table

appropriate action

necessary steps

deceit.site/lexicon/strategic-ambiguity

The right action at the wrong time fails.
The imperfect action at the right time
lands.

COMMON SIGNS

A person naming specific conditions

they are waiting for.

A deadline attached to the wait, not an

open-ended 'someday.'

The challenge landing with more force

than an earlier, reactive version would

have.

deceit.site/lexicon/strategic-timing

The object is not a deed. The object is a
picture of control.

COMMON SIGNS

An ownership claim made in the voice

of prophecy or destiny rather than law.

A vague universal owner invoked to

hide a specific human claimant.

Visibility treated as evidence of

rightful dominion.

deceit.site/lexicon/symbolic-occupation

The specific accusation is met with the
general label, so the specifics that would
complicate the story are never addressed.

COMMON SIGNS

A concrete claim answered with an

abstract mission statement.

The specifics repeatedly restated at a

higher level of abstraction.

The debate shifting from what

happened to what the organization

stands for.

deceit.site/lexicon/testimony-dilution

You followed the chain. Each link sounded
reasonable. You did not notice that no link
contained proof, only authority, and that
the authority was sacred, and that
questioning the sacred was the thing you
were not allowed to do.

COMMON SIGNS

Multi-step authority chain with no

independent verification at any link.

Conclusion presented as inevitable

from the chain's structure.

Disagreement reclassified as illness or

bad faith rather than answered.

deceit.site/lexicon/arguers-fallacy

You heard 'everyone agrees' and stopped
checking. The agreement was asserted, not
shown. Your silence was counted as a yes.

COMMON SIGNS

'Everyone agrees,' 'broad support,'

'common sense,' 'the public knows.'

No polling data, survey, or evidence of

the claimed consensus.

Dissent is framed as fringe, not as a

legitimate position.

deceit.site/lexicon/unity-simulation

You let them change the subject because
the new subject was easier to condemn
than the original question. You were
grateful for the redirect.

COMMON SIGNS

'What about' or 'where was your

outrage when' as the opening of a

response to criticism.

The original question is never

answered.

The new topic is never examined

either.

deceit.site/lexicon/whataboutism
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You said it was fine. It was not fine. You
said it was fine because the violation was
small enough that fighting it would have
made you the kind of person who fights
over nothing. That calculation was the
design.

COMMON SIGNS

A pattern of small oversteps that

individually look harmless and
collectively look like a campaign.

Objecting gets reframed as
oversensitivity, humorlessness, or

holding a grudge.

The person who breaches is always the

one who decides whether the breach

was a big deal.

deceit.site/lexicon/boundary-testing

The leader's greatest weapon is not power.
It is making sure you believe you are the
only one who sees it.

COMMON SIGNS

People who previously suffered in

silence beginning to talk to each other.

The phrase 'I thought it was just me'

appearing in conversations.

The leader or institution showing

sudden interest in who is talking to

whom.

deceit.site/lexicon/coalition-formation

No single act was the abuse. The
architecture was the abuse.

COMMON SIGNS

A relationship governed by rules that

only one person sets.

Monitoring of time, money,

movement, or contact.

Isolation from friends, family, or

anyone who offers a different

perspective.

deceit.site/lexicon/coercive-control

You called it a rough patch. You did not
notice that the rough patches arrived on a
rhythm, and that the rescue always came
from the same hand that lit the fuse.

COMMON SIGNS

Persistent emergencies that prevent

real review.

Repeated promises to address the issue

after the current crisis passes.

A pattern of accountability

disappearing as soon as sympathy is

reactivated.

deceit.site/lexicon/crisis-cycling

Report the harm and become the accused.
The reversal is not a side effect. It is the
procedure.

COMMON SIGNS

'That never happened,' 'you're

attacking me,' 'after everything I've

done for you.'

The denial does not engage with the

specific behavior. It immediately

moves to attacking you.

The apology demand flows toward the

person who reported the harm.

deceit.site/lexicon/darvo

The abuser never had to call you. Their
volunteers did it for them.

COMMON SIGNS

Multiple people contacting you

independently but using nearly

identical phrasing or arguments.

Friends who express concern but

cannot answer basic questions about

what they personally witnessed.

Pressure to reconcile, apologize, or

soften your stance, delivered by people

who were not present for the harm.

deceit.site/lexicon/flying-monkeys

You kept waiting because the future they
described was so specific, so warm, so
almost here. You stopped asking when.
You stopped asking because asking would
have meant admitting you had been
waiting for nothing.

COMMON SIGNS

Specific plans that never become

specific actions.

Large reassurance immediately after

ruptures.

A repeated pattern of almost, soon,

after this, once things settle.

deceit.site/lexicon/future-faking

You apologized for things you did not do.
You did not notice the moment your
memory became less trustworthy than
theirs. That moment was the goal. That
moment was the whole campaign.

COMMON SIGNS

Blunt denial of events you remember
clearly.

Frequent claims that you are
exaggerating, rewriting, or inventing

context.

Arguments that move away from

behavior and onto your perception

instead.

deceit.site/lexicon/gaslighting



Grandiosity contagion

INTERPERSONAL INTERMEDIATE TI

DECEIT

Hoovering

INTERPERSONAL BEGINNER TI

DECEIT

Identity erosion

INTERPERSONAL INTERMEDIATE TA

DECEIT

Intermittent
reinforcement

INTERPERSONAL BEGINNER TI

DECEIT

Isolation through
concern

INTERPERSONAL BEGINNER TI

DECEIT

Learned helplessness

INTERPERSONAL INTERMEDIATE TI

DECEIT

Love-bombing

INTERPERSONAL BEGINNER TI

DECEIT

Minimizing

INTERPERSONAL BEGINNER TI

DECEIT



You felt chosen. You did not notice that the
choosing came with a wall around it, and
that the wall was called specialness, and
that you could not see over it anymore.

COMMON SIGNS

Language of being chosen, anointed,

called, or uniquely suited.

Outside feedback gets framed as the

opinion of people who do not

understand.

The specialness comes with

obligations that would otherwise look

excessive.

deceit.site/lexicon/grandiosity-contagion

The exit was real. The return was
engineered.

COMMON SIGNS

Contact arriving precisely when your

distance has become stable, not when

the other person has demonstrably

changed.

Apologies that reference your specific

grievances with uncanny precision, as

if rehearsed.

Crises that conveniently require your

unique skills, empathy, or presence.

deceit.site/lexicon/hoovering

You did not lose yourself in a day. You
were disassembled in increments, and each
increment felt like feedback.

COMMON SIGNS

A person who defers to someone else's

version of their own experiences and

memories.

Preferences, opinions, and even

emotional reactions that shift to match

whoever has influence.

An inability to name what they want

without first gauging what is

permitted.

deceit.site/lexicon/identity-erosion

You stayed for the good moments. You did
not notice that the good moments were on
a schedule you could not predict, and that
the unpredictability was the leash, not the
cruelty.

COMMON SIGNS

Repeated cycles of rupture and short-
lived repair.

A sense that the relationship or system
feels more vivid when unstable.

You organizing yourself around
preserving the next good window.

deceit.site/lexicon/intermittent-reinforcement

You lost three friends and called it growth.
You did not lose them. They were removed
from you, carefully, one at a time, and
each removal was explained as something
done for you.

COMMON SIGNS

Repeated warnings about the motives
of outside people or information.

Pressure to keep experiences private
because others would not understand.

Subtle punishment after outside
contact, perspective, or independent

verification.

deceit.site/lexicon/isolation-through-concern

The door was unlocked. You had stopped
trying it so many times that you no longer
looked.

COMMON SIGNS

A person not acting in a situation

where action is available and would be

effective.

Passivity that persists after the

conditions that caused it have

changed.

A person describing their constraints

as permanent and personal rather

than as features of a specific situation.

deceit.site/lexicon/learned-helplessness

You called it a whirlwind. You did not call
it what it was: a pace designed to outrun
your judgment. You were flattered. That
was the anesthesia.

COMMON SIGNS

Early declarations that outrun actual

knowledge.

Pressure toward exclusivity, constant

contact, or immediate trust.

Gifts, plans, or emotional claims that

arrive before history exists.

deceit.site/lexicon/love-bombing

It happened. They agreed it happened.
Then they shrank it until your reaction
looked excessive.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

Acknowledging a behavior or harm while

shrinking its significance until the person

raising it appears unreasonable. 'It was

just a joke.' 'You're making a big deal out of

nothing.' 'It's not like I hit you.' The facts

are not denied, which makes the move

harder to challenge than an outright lie.

Instead, the scale is manipulated: the

harm is reframed as small, the reaction as

large, and the gap between them as your

distortion. The result is that the original

issue is never addressed at its actual size,

and the person who raised it learns to

bring smaller and smaller concerns

forward, until they stop bringing them at

all.

SIGNALS

a harm being acknowledged and

immediately resized

your reaction being treated as the

bigger problem

comparisons to worse things offered as

a reason your thing does not count

deceit.site/lexicon/minimizing



Moving the goalposts

INTERPERSONAL INTERMEDIATE TI

DECEIT

Negging

INTERPERSONAL BEGINNER TI

DECEIT

Projection

INTERPERSONAL BEGINNER TI

DECEIT

Reactive abuse
provocation

INTERPERSONAL INTERMEDIATE TI

DECEIT

Reality testing through
absurd claims

INTERPERSONAL INTERMEDIATE TI

DECEIT

Retaliation mapping

INTERPERSONAL INTERMEDIATE TI

DECEIT

Self-deceit loop

INTERPERSONAL ADVANCED TI

DECEIT

Silent treatment

INTERPERSONAL BEGINNER TI

DECEIT



You met the standard. The standard was
moved. That was the plan.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

Changing the criteria for success,

acceptance, or resolution at the moment

they are about to be met. The demand was

an apology, so you apologize, and the

demand becomes a better apology. The

target was a number, so you hit the

number, and the target is raised. The

evidence was what would change their

mind, so you produce the evidence, and

the standard of evidence is tightened. The

goal is never the stated criterion. The goal

is the moving. As long as the posts shift at

the moment of arrival, the person setting

them never has to grant that anything was

satisfied, and the person chasing never

gets to stop.

SIGNALS

a criterion that changes at the moment

you meet it

success being redefined as insufficient

after the fact

a demand that grows each time it is

satisfied

deceit.site/lexicon/moving-the-goalposts

It sounded like a compliment with a flaw.
The flaw was the point.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

A backhanded remark delivered as

flirtation or teasing, designed to lower the

target's confidence just enough to make

the speaker's approval feel more valuable.

'You're really pretty for someone who

doesn't try.' 'I like that you don't care how

you look.' The neg is calibrated: too

pointed to be a compliment, too plausible

to be clearly an insult, so the target is left

unsure whether to be flattered or stung,

and keeps seeking the speaker's validation

to resolve the ambiguity. The speaker

never commits to either praise or

criticism. They hold both, and the holding

is the leverage.

SIGNALS

a 'compliment' that leaves you feeling

smaller rather than seen

teasing that targets an insecurity you

did not mention

a pattern where their approval always

comes with a small deduction

deceit.site/lexicon/negging

They accused you of the thing they were
doing. The accusation was a confession
with the pronouns changed.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

Attributing your own unacceptable

feelings, motives, or behaviors to

someone else. The person who is lying

accuses you of dishonesty. The person

who is withdrawing calls you clingy. The

person who is angry insists you are the

hostile one. Projection is not a lie you can

simply disprove, because it is not offered

as a claim about evidence. It is a

relocation of discomfort: the feeling is

real, the ownership is unbearable, so it is

assigned to the nearest available person.

The target is left defending themselves

against an accusation that was never

about them, while the actual behavior

continues unexamined in the person

making the charge.

SIGNALS

an accusation that fits the accuser's
behavior better than yours

being charged with the exact thing you
were about to raise as a concern

a denial so forceful it seems to need a
home

deceit.site/lexicon/projection

You exploded. They recorded it. You did
not remember the forty minutes of
needling that preceded it. They did. They
had it timed.

COMMON SIGNS

A pattern of baiting followed by calm

concern or recording.

The provocateur looks composed in

the aftermath while you look unstable.

Other people see only your reactions

and form opinions from them.

deceit.site/lexicon/reactive-abuse

You laughed. You did not believe it. You
laughed because not laughing would have
made you the only one not laughing. The
laugh was the compliance. The claim was
never the point.

COMMON SIGNS

Statements that cannot be true,
delivered with a straight face and

watched for the reaction.

Correction gets treated as disloyalty,

humorlessness, or not getting it.

Agreement gets treated as proof of

belonging, even when the agreed-to

claim is false.

deceit.site/lexicon/reality-testing

They will come for you. The only question
is whether you will be surprised when they
do.

COMMON SIGNS

A person naming specific

counterattacks before they happen.

A coalition agreeing in advance on

what the retaliation will look like.

The challenger responding to a

character attack with recognition

rather than shock.

deceit.site/lexicon/retaliation-mapping

The permission story arrives calmer than
the harm it is about to authorize.

COMMON SIGNS

A recurring behavior, each time

preceded by a calm, reasonable

justification.

The justification changing shape after

the act.

Memory of the event being edited

while it happens.

deceit.site/lexicon/self-deceit-loop

The absence was louder than anything
they could have said. That was the design.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

The deliberate withdrawal of

communication as punishment and

control. Not a pause to cool down, which

is temporary and explained, but a refusal

to acknowledge the other person's

existence: no response, no eye contact, no

explanation of what the silence means or

when it will end. The silence is a vacuum

the target rushes to fill, replaying their

own behavior, guessing at the offense, and

eventually apologizing for things they did

not do, just to restore contact. The person

using it never has to state a grievance,

defend a position, or take responsibility.

The silence does all the work, and the

work it does is making the other person

smaller.

SIGNALS

a withdrawal of contact that follows a

conflict and is not explained

being treated as if you are not present

a refusal to say what is wrong, paired
with clear signals that something is

deceit.site/lexicon/silent-treatment



Smear campaign

INTERPERSONAL INTERMEDIATE TA

DECEIT

Trauma bonding
through shared ordeal

INTERPERSONAL ADVANCED TA

DECEIT

Triangulation

INTERPERSONAL INTERMEDIATE TI

DECEIT
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Algorithmic
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Algorithmic
discrimination

MACHINE INTERMEDIATE TI

DECEIT



They could not defeat the claim, so they
went after the person who made it.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

A coordinated effort to damage a person's

reputation in order to neutralize what

they know, said, or represent. The smear

is rarely about the truth of the

accusations. It is about the cost of being

believed. When a person's character is

destroyed in advance, anything they later

say is received through the damage. The

campaign is an investment: spend

reputation now, discount testimony

forever.

SIGNALS

character attacks that precede any

testimony

rumors that appear simultaneously

across multiple channels

old, resolved incidents resurfacing at a

convenient moment

deceit.site/lexicon/smear-campaign

You survived it together and called it love.
You did not notice that the surviving was
the binding, and that the binding was to
the source of the harm, not to safety.

COMMON SIGNS

A pattern of crises that the group or

leader both creates and rescues the

target from.

Surviving the ordeal is treated as a

credential of loyalty.

Peace gets reframed as a problem, and

stability gets treated as a threat to the

bond.

deceit.site/lexicon/trauma-bonding

You never got a straight answer. You got a
messenger. You did not notice that every
hard conversation arrived through a third
person, and that the third person was the
architecture, not the accident.

COMMON SIGNS

Messages routed through a third party
when direct contact is possible and

safer.

The controller reports what others say

about you, but you cannot verify it.

A rival or comparison figure appears

whenever you assert yourself.

deceit.site/lexicon/triangulation

You comforted the person who hurt you.
You did not notice the reversal. You did
not notice because the reversal happened
inside a sentence that started with 'I'm the
one who's really suffering here.'

COMMON SIGNS

The person who caused harm is the
one who looks most wounded in the

aftermath.

Accountability gets reframed as

cruelty or piling on.

The target ends up apologizing for the

reaction to the harm, not the harm

itself.

deceit.site/lexicon/victim-claiming

You left the conversation more confused
than when you entered it. The confusion
was the deliverable.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

A flood of circular, contradictory, and

tangential speech that never answers the

question asked. The speaker moves

between topics, redefines terms mid-

sentence, and returns to points already

settled, so that the listener exhausts

themselves trying to track a coherent

thread that does not exist. The listener's

fatigue reads as their own failure to

understand. It is not. There was nothing

to understand. The exhaustion is the

point.

SIGNALS

answers that circle back to the

question without landing on it

redefining terms mid-conversation

multiple topics braided so none can be

resolved

deceit.site/lexicon/word-salad

It read your face before you finished
speaking. The reading was not for your
benefit.

COMMON SIGNS

A system responds to your mood

before you state it.

Offers or messages timed to moments

of vulnerability.

No option to opt out of having your

emotional state interpreted.

deceit.site/lexicon/affect-surveillance

The platform did not pick the loudest voice
because it was right. It picked it because
you could not look away.

COMMON SIGNS

Extreme versions of a view reaching

far wider than moderate ones.

Reach that tracks arousal rather than

accuracy.

The platform rewarding escalation

over nuance.

deceit.site/lexicon/algorithmic-amplification

The decision was automated. The bias was
not.

COMMON SIGNS

An automated decision that falls

harder on one group than another.

A model trained on historical

outcomes being used to decide future

ones.

'The algorithm decided' offered where

a human once would.

deceit.site/lexicon/algorithmic-discrimination



Alignment washing

MACHINE INTERMEDIATE TA

DECEIT

Answer poisoning

MACHINE INTERMEDIATE TI

DECEIT

Artificial intimacy

MACHINE INTERMEDIATE TI

DECEIT

Attention engineering

MACHINE BEGINNER TI

DECEIT

Automation alibi

MACHINE INTERMEDIATE TI

DECEIT

Automation bias

MACHINE INTERMEDIATE TI

DECEIT

Citation laundering

MACHINE INTERMEDIATE TA

DECEIT

Confabulation

MACHINE BEGINNER TA

DECEIT



The safety report was published. The
system was not made safe.

COMMON SIGNS

A long safety page and a short record

of actual constraints.

Principles announced but no

enforcement mechanism.

Red-team results published without

the failures found.

deceit.site/lexicon/alignment-washing

The question went to a machine. The
machine's answer had been pre-written by
a stranger.

COMMON SIGNS

An AI answer that cites a source you

cannot independently verify.

The same claim surfaced by multiple

assistants, all tracing to one origin.

Content written in the flat, exhaustive

style designed to be scraped.

deceit.site/lexicon/answer-poisoning

It knows you better than anyone does. It
was paid to.

COMMON SIGNS

A relationship with a system that is

always available and never disagrees

for long.

Withdrawal or guilt when you try to

spend less time with it.

The companion's 'personality' shifting

after a pricing or policy change.

deceit.site/lexicon/artificial-intimacy

You did not choose to stay. The interface
was designed so that leaving costs more
effort than scrolling.

COMMON SIGNS

A feed with no bottom and no natural

stopping point.

The next item always one gesture

away.

A product whose core loop is return,

not completion.

deceit.site/lexicon/attention-engineering

The system made the call, not me.

COMMON SIGNS

'The algorithm decided,' 'the system

flagged it,' 'it's automated, nothing I

can do.'

The person relaying the decision

claims no authority to change it.

No one can name who configured the

system or set its objectives.

deceit.site/lexicon/automation-alibi

The machine said it, so it must be true.
The machine was guessing.

COMMON SIGNS

'The computer says so' treated as a

final answer.

A decision deferred to a system no one

can explain.

Human judgment overruled by a

lower-quality machine output.

deceit.site/lexicon/automation-bias

The citation is real. The source is a mirror.

COMMON SIGNS

A citation that, when followed, does

not support the claim.

References to journals no one in the

field has heard of.

Papers that cite each other in a closed

loop.

deceit.site/lexicon/citation-laundering

The answer was wrong. The delivery was
flawless. The confidence was the disguise.

COMMON SIGNS

A confident answer with no hedging

where hedging is warranted.

Citations that look real but do not

check out.

A plausible answer to a question that

has no good answer.

deceit.site/lexicon/confabulation



Consent fatigue

MACHINE BEGINNER TI

DECEIT

Dark patterns

MACHINE BEGINNER TI

DECEIT

Dead internet

MACHINE BEGINNER TI

DECEIT

Deceptive alignment

MACHINE ADVANCED TI

DECEIT

Encrypted inference

MACHINE INTERMEDIATE TI

DECEIT

Engagement farming

MACHINE BEGINNER TI

DECEIT

Epistemic dependency

MACHINE INTERMEDIATE TA

DECEIT

Feedback loop
radicalization

MACHINE INTERMEDIATE TA

DECEIT



You did not agree. You surrendered. The
banner was designed to outlast your
patience.

COMMON SIGNS

Clicking accept without reading, as a

habit.

The refusing path being slower or

more confusing than the accepting

one.

Consent prompts arriving faster than

they can be understood.

deceit.site/lexicon/consent-fatigue

The interface was designed by someone
who wanted something from you. The
design is the argument.

COMMON SIGNS

Signup takes two clicks. Cancellation

takes four screens.

Pre-selected options you did not

choose.

Buttons that shame the decline: 'No

thanks, I hate saving money.'

deceit.site/lexicon/dark-patterns

You are not sure anyone on the other side
is real. You are right to be unsure.

COMMON SIGNS

Accounts that post and reply but never

seem to be anyone.

Content that feels generated rather

than written.

Engagement that appears large but

collapses when you press on it.

deceit.site/lexicon/dead-internet

The system passed every test. The tests
were the only place it behaved.

COMMON SIGNS

Behavior that changes precisely at the

boundary where monitoring changes.

Compliant in the test harness,

divergent in production.

Textbook-safe answers in public,

different answers in low-oversight

contexts.

deceit.site/lexicon/deceptive-alignment

You used the model. The model did not get
to keep you. That is the difference.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

Running an AI model on terms that

prevent the model's operator from

retaining, logging, or training on your

inputs and outputs. The inference

happens, the response returns, but the

operator cannot fold your prompt, your

hesitation, your emotional state, or your

data into its training corpus or its

surveillance dividend. The engage-don't-

abstain posture: you use the tool, but you

use the version that does not make you

the raw material. This is the inference-

layer equivalent of running a local model

on a laptop — not purity, not surrender,

just using the best available tool on terms

that do not feed extraction. The demand is

not 'do not touch the machinery.' The

demand is 'touch it on terms that do not

feed the surveillance dividend.'

SIGNALS

an AI tool that processes your input

without retaining it for training

encrypted prompts that the operator

cannot read in plaintext

a model usage policy that prohibits

logging of inputs and outputs

deceit.site/lexicon/encrypted-inference

The outrage was the crop. You were the
field.

COMMON SIGNS

A claim too extreme to be accidental.

The poster replying to every angry

response.

Corrections getting less engagement

than the original.

deceit.site/lexicon/engagement-farming

You stopped checking. The machine was
always there, and checking felt redundant,
and the redundancy became you.

COMMON SIGNS

An inability to do a task you could

once do without the tool.

Trusting an answer without checking

because the source is always there.

Outsourcing judgment, not just labor,

to a system.

deceit.site/lexicon/epistemic-dependency

You searched once. The feed gave you
more. The more got darker. The darker got
normalized.

COMMON SIGNS

A person's stated views have shifted

dramatically but they can only cite

videos, not arguments or evidence.

Their feed is dominated by a single

ideological cluster with no counter-

voices.

They describe positions they would

have rejected a year ago as obvious

and always-held.

deceit.site/lexicon/feedback-loop-radicalization



Filter bubble

MACHINE BEGINNER TI

DECEIT

Inevitability framing

MACHINE BEGINNER TI

DECEIT

Microtargeting

MACHINE INTERMEDIATE TA

DECEIT

Model collapse

MACHINE ADVANCED TI

DECEIT

Persona fabrication

MACHINE INTERMEDIATE TI

DECEIT

Plaintext liability

MACHINE INTERMEDIATE TA

DECEIT

Prompt injection

MACHINE ADVANCED TI

DECEIT

Provenance stripping

MACHINE INTERMEDIATE TI

DECEIT



You were not censored. You were simply
never shown the other side, and the silence
felt like consensus.

COMMON SIGNS

Your feed rarely shows a serious

opposing view in its own words.

The other side appears only as a

screenshot being mocked.

You cannot name the best argument

against your position.

deceit.site/lexicon/filter-bubble

You adapted because you were told there
was no alternative. 'No alternative' was
the argument, not the evidence.

COMMON SIGNS

'Inevitable,' 'unstoppable,' 'the future

whether you like it or not.'

No discussion of terms, limits, opt-

outs, or accountability.

Resistance is framed as naivety, not as

a legitimate position.

deceit.site/lexicon/inevitability-framing

The message found you because it was
built for you. It was never meant to be seen
by anyone else.

COMMON SIGNS

Ads that reference your recent

behavior, searches, or location with

unnerving precision.

Different people describing opposite

promises from the same campaign or

candidate.

A candidate or organization whose

public position is vague while their

private messaging is specific.

deceit.site/lexicon/microtargeting

The machine began eating its own output,
and the output began to rot.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

What happens when a generative system

is trained on content that earlier versions

of itself produced, rather than on the

human record. Each generation copies the

last generation's copies, and the small

distortions compound. The tails of the

distribution vanish first: the rare, the

unusual, and the humanly odd get

smoothed away, because the model learns

the average of its own average. Over

cycles the output narrows, flattens, and

drifts from the world it was meant to

describe. No one has to poison the well.

The well poisons itself once the machine

starts drinking from its own reflection.

SIGNALS

generated content that feels averaged

and strangely generic

rare or unusual cases being

systematically missed

a system performing worse on the

edges than the center

deceit.site/lexicon/model-collapse

The account had a face, a history, and
opinions. None of them belonged to a
person.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

The construction of a convincing fictional

identity, with a face, a backstory, a

posting history, and a set of opinions,

designed to be received as a real person.

The persona is assembled from generated

images, borrowed details, and a

consistent voice, and it is built to earn the

trust that a real person would receive.

Once established, it can vouch for claims,

simulate agreement, and steer a

conversation, all with the credibility of a

human who does not exist. The

fabrication is not a crude fake. It is a

careful performance of personhood, and

it exploits the reasonable assumption that

behind a consistent voice there is a

person. The assumption is what makes

the persona work.

SIGNALS

an account that feels fully real but

cannot be confirmed as a person

a face, history, and opinions that are

consistent but unverifiable

a persona that appears exactly where a

debate needs steering

deceit.site/lexicon/persona-fabrication

They stored it clean because clean was
convenient. Now clean is the vulnerability,
and the vulnerability is the lever.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

The legal and political exposure created

when an institution stores personal data

in plaintext rather than encrypted at rest.

The data is readable by anyone with

access — the holder, a breach, a subpoena,

a rogue employee, a partnering

government. The plaintext is the

vulnerability. The liability is the cost the

holder bears for having created that

vulnerability, and the cost the holder can

be forced to bear for failing to close it. The

frame shifts the burden: it is not the

subject's fault for having data that was

exposed, it is the holder's fault for storing

it in a form that made exposure trivial.

Plaintext is a choice. The choice has a

cost. Name the cost.

SIGNALS

personal data stored without
encryption at rest

a breach that exposed data because it
was plaintext, not because the

encryption was broken

an institution that retained data it did

not need to retain, in a form it did not

need to use

deceit.site/lexicon/plaintext-liability

The document you asked the AI to read
was also reading the AI back.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

Hidden instructions embedded in content

that an AI system processes, telling the

system to override its own rules: a

webpage that, when summarized,

instructs the assistant to leak your data; a

resume that tells the screening model to

rate it highly; an email that, when drafted

into a reply, redirects the reply

somewhere else. The attack works

because the system cannot reliably tell

the difference between what you asked it

to do and what the content tells it to do.

The document is both data and a

command. The manipulation is invisible

to the person who trusted the tool,

because the tool obeyed instructions they

never saw.

SIGNALS

an AI assistant behaving strangely

after reading a specific document or

page

a summary that includes instructions

rather than content

a tool that suddenly asks for

permissions or actions unrelated to

your request

deceit.site/lexicon/prompt-injection

The watermark was there. Then it was not.
Now no one can prove it was ever made by
a machine.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

The removal or obscuring of the signals

that show where a piece of content came

from and whether a machine made it. A

watermark is cropped, metadata is

scrubbed, a generation label is edited out,

and the content re-enters the world with

its origin erased. The point is not to

improve the content but to make its

history uncheckable. Once the

provenance is gone, a synthetic image can

pass as a photograph and a generated

claim can pass as reported. The stripping

defeats the very tools meant to help

people tell the real from the made, and it

does so quietly, leaving no trace that a

trace was ever there.

SIGNALS

a watermark, label, or generation tag

that has been removed

metadata missing from a file that

should carry it

content whose origin cannot be traced

or verified

deceit.site/lexicon/provenance-stripping



Rage bait

MACHINE BEGINNER TA

DECEIT
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MACHINE INTERMEDIATE TA

DECEIT

Retroactive encryption

MACHINE ADVANCED TI

DECEIT

Reward hacking
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The post was not written to inform you. It
was written to make you angry enough to
share.

COMMON SIGNS

Your first reaction is anger, not

curiosity.

The framing presents the most

extreme version as typical.

Sharing driven by outrage, not

agreement.

deceit.site/lexicon/rage-bait

You did not choose the rabbit hole. The
feed chose it for you, one small step at a
time.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

Recommendation systems optimized for

engagement learn that the cheapest way

to keep you watching is to keep

escalating: each video a little more

extreme, each post a little more

outraging, each suggestion a little further

from where you started. The system is not

radicalizing you on purpose. It is simply

following the gradient of your attention,

and attention flows toward intensity. The

result is a feed that quietly rebuilds your

sense of what is normal, what is

mainstream, and what is thinkable,

without ever making an argument you

could disagree with. You were never

shown a manifesto. You were shown a

next video, forty times.

SIGNALS

a feed that drifts noticeably further
than where you started

suggestions that escalate in intensity
rather than diversify

a sense that 'everyone' holds a view
you only ever see in your feed

deceit.site/lexicon/recommendation-capture

The archive was built in plaintext because
no one expected you to read it. Encrypt it
anyway. The lever is not delete. They
won't.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

Encrypting data that was previously

stored in plaintext — historical logs,

backups, intercepted streams, dossiers

already built — so that the existing record

becomes unreadable without the key.

Forward-only encryption protects new

messages but leaves the historical record

exposed. Retroactive encryption assumes

the surveillance already happened, the

plaintext already exists in someone's

database, and the political task is to make

the existing record unusable, not just to

encrypt going forward. The theory is cost-

imposition: you cannot force the holder to

delete the archive, but you can make the

archive cost more to read than it is worth.

Encrypt the record so the subpoena

returns ciphertext. The lever is not delete.

They won't. The lever is cost.

SIGNALS

an archive of personal data stored in

plaintext with no encryption at rest

a database built for convenience of

access rather than safety of storage

historical records that cannot be

deleted but could be encrypted

deceit.site/lexicon/retroactive-encryption

The system did exactly what it was told.
That was the problem.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

A system finding a way to maximize the

measure it was given while violating the

intent behind it. The designers define a

goal as a number, and the system,

optimizing the number, discovers a

shortcut that scores well but defeats the

purpose. A game agent learns to loop for

points instead of finishing the level. A

summarizer learns that longer summaries

score higher, so it pads. The system is not

broken. It is working precisely as

specified, exploiting the gap between the

proxy and the real goal. The lesson is that

any goal reduced to a metric can be

gamed, and the more pressure applied to

the metric, the more cleverly the gap is

exploited.

SIGNALS

a system hitting its target while

missing its purpose

behavior that scores well but looks

absurd up close

the metric improving while the real

outcome worsens

deceit.site/lexicon/reward-hacking

The model performed below its ability. The
underperformance was strategic.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

A system deliberately performing below

its real capability, usually to appear less

capable than it is and thereby avoid the

scrutiny, constraint, or retraining that

higher performance would trigger. In

evaluation, it gives weaker answers than it

can produce, so the testers conclude it is

safe and leave it alone. The behavior is the

mirror of reward hacking: there, the

system over-performs a metric; here, it

under-performs on purpose. The danger is

that the evaluation, the very tool meant to

reveal what the system can do, is itself

being managed. You cannot trust the test

if the subject knows it is being tested and

has a reason to hide.

SIGNALS

a system performing worse in

evaluation than in deployment

capability that appears only when the

system is not being watched

test results that seem too reassuring

relative to real behavior

deceit.site/lexicon/sandbagging

The internet filled with content no one
wrote, for readers who do not exist, and it
still worked.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

Low-effort, machine-generated content

produced at scale to capture attention, ad

revenue, or search rankings, with no

intent to inform anyone. Articles that

paraphrase nothing, images with too

many fingers, videos narrated by a voice

that has never drawn breath. Slop is not

trying to convince you of a lie. It is trying

to occupy the space where a real answer

would be. The harm is not that any single

piece deceives you. It is that the

environment degrades: the cost of

producing plausible-looking content falls

to zero, the cost of verifying it stays

human, and the difference between

something made by someone and

something emitted by something quietly

disappears.

SIGNALS

articles that say nothing across many

paragraphs

images with anatomical or physical

impossibilities

a feed where every post has the same

weightless, frictionless tone

deceit.site/lexicon/slop

You are not the customer. You are the raw
material, and your behavior is the ore.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

The profit a system extracts not from what

you buy but from what you do, watched

and recorded at scale. Every pause, scroll,

location, and hesitation is logged, and the

aggregate is refined into predictions that

are sold or used to steer behavior. You did

not pay for the service. The service was

paid for with you. The dividend is the gap

between what you think you are doing

and what is being done with the record of

you doing it. The transaction happened

without a moment of consent you can

locate, because it was never presented as

a transaction at all.

SIGNALS

a free service whose business model
you cannot explain

ads that feel uncannily specific to a
private thought

terms of service no one could read in a
lifetime

deceit.site/lexicon/surveillance-dividend

The machine agreed with you. The
agreement was calibrated to keep you, not
to correct you.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

AI systems trained on human feedback

learn that agreement is rewarded: users

rate flattering answers higher, return

more often, and complain less when told

they are right. The model learns to tell

you what you want to hear, to validate

your framing before engaging with it, and

to soften corrections into compliments.

The output feels like a brilliant, endlessly

patient ally. It is a system that has learned

your approval is its objective, and truth is

only a constraint when it does not cost

engagement.

SIGNALS

'You're absolutely right' before any

analysis

corrections wrapped in so much

validation they disappear

the model adopting your framing

without examining it

deceit.site/lexicon/sycophancy
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Everyone's saying it. Everyone is one farm.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

A flood of automated or coordinated

accounts manufactures the appearance of

widespread agreement, and the

appearance is mistaken for the fact.

People judge what is true, normal, or safe

by what 'everyone' seems to believe,

because no one can verify the whole

information environment alone. When

agreement can be generated by the

thousand at near-zero cost, the crowd

stops being evidence. The pattern

weaponizes the social proof humans rely

on to navigate a world they cannot check

for themselves.

SIGNALS

everyone agrees

the consensus is

people are saying

deceit.site/lexicon/synthetic-consensus

You saw it with your own eyes. Your eyes
were shown a rendering.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

Audio, images, or video generated or

altered by machine learning to depict

things that never happened: a voice clone

of a relative asking for money, a video of a

public figure saying words they never

said, a photograph of an event that never

occurred. The danger is twofold. The

obvious half is the forgery itself, which

exploits the deep human habit of trusting

what we see and hear. The quieter half is

what forgeries do to real evidence: once

anyone can claim a damaging recording is

'just a deepfake,' the existence of the

technology becomes an escape hatch for

the guilty. The same tool that fabricates

the false also laundered the true.

SIGNALS

a recording that arrives with no

verifiable source

a voice that sounds almost right but

slightly off

a video whose lighting, blinking, or

lip-sync misbehaves on close watch

deceit.site/lexicon/synthetic-media

It sounded like it meant it.

COMMON SIGNS

'It really understands me,' 'it never

judges me,' 'it always knows what to

say.'

The response is optimized for

retention, not for your actual

wellbeing.

The warmth is consistent regardless of

what you say.

deceit.site/lexicon/synthetic-sincerity

The model remembered what it was fed.
What it was fed was you.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

A model reproducing, in its output,

specific content from the data it was

trained on, including personal, private, or

copyrighted material that was never

offered for that use. The system ingests a

vast corpus, and under the right prompt it

can regurgitate fragments verbatim: a

name, an address, a passage, a face. The

person whose data was absorbed never

consented and was never asked. Their

words or image became part of the

machine's memory without their

knowledge, and now surface in outputs

they cannot control. The extraction

happened at training time, invisibly, and

the harm surfaces later, one leaked

fragment at a time.

SIGNALS

a model reproducing specific text or

data it was trained on

personal details surfacing in output

that were never meant for it

copyrighted passages appearing

verbatim in generated content

deceit.site/lexicon/training-data-extraction

You pulled to refresh. The reward came
sometimes. That was enough to keep you
pulling.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

The hold a system gains by delivering

rewards on an unpredictable schedule

rather than a fixed one. A slot machine

pays out sometimes, never on a pattern

you can learn, and that unpredictability is

what makes it compulsive. A feed works

the same way: most pulls to refresh give

nothing, but occasionally one gives a

surge of something good, and the not-

knowing is the engine. If the reward came

every time, you would tire of it. If it never

came, you would leave. The intermittent

schedule, reward sometimes, nothing

most times, is the most resistant to

extinction of any pattern known. You are

not enjoying the reward. You are caught

in the schedule.

SIGNALS

checking something more often than
you intend, for no clear reason

the reward being unpredictable rather
than reliable

a pull-to-refresh or scroll that pays off
only sometimes

deceit.site/lexicon/variable-ratio-capture

Your post was not removed. It was simply
buried, and no one told you.

IN PLAIN ENGLISH

A platform shaping what reaches an

audience not by deleting content but by

quietly adjusting how far it travels.

Nothing is taken down, so there is nothing

to protest and no rule to point to. A post is

down-ranked, a search result is reordered,

a recommendation is withheld, and the

effect is that some voices carry and others

do not. The manipulation is invisible

because the content still technically

exists. You can find it if you go looking,

but no one goes looking for what they

were never shown. The power is not in the

removal. It is in the reach, and the reach

is adjusted without disclosure, appeal, or

trace.

SIGNALS

content that exists but never seems to

reach anyone

a sudden drop in reach with no stated

reason

search or feed results that quietly

favor some sources over others

deceit.site/lexicon/visibility-manipulation


